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“Medical Benefits resulting from a work-
related injury or disease are the leading 
cost drivers for workers compensation 
claims on a countrywide basis”(NCCI)
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• Medical accounts for 68% of total benefit 
costs in Montana

• The average cost of medical per lost-time 
claim in Montana is $35,000 

• 59% of medical is paid during the first five 
years from the accident



Chart 4: Distribution of Medical 
Payments

Page 4 DMEPOS – DME, Supplies, and Implants
Other – includes home health, transportation, vision, and dental 

services



Chart 6: Distribution of Physician 
Payments
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NCCI conducted a review of physician costs in work 
comp compared to group health 
• Work comp physician costs are 77% higher than 

group health in general
• The difference is costs is due to both prices and 

utilization of services
• Physical medicine services in work comp are 

almost three times the costs of physical medicine 
services in group health, largely due to the number 
of services provided
• i.e physical therapy, occupational therapy, and 

chiropractic care 

(Lipton, B. [Channel NCCI]. (2019, May 23). Work Comp vs. Group Health – The Price We Pay)
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Payments for:

• anesthesia in Montana in line with the region 
and countrywide (cw)

• surgery and radiology quite a bit lower than the 
region and cw

• almost two months until major surgery in 
Montana vs a little over a month

• Physical and general medicine and evaluation 
and management slightly higher than the 
region and cw
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Chart 29: Top 10 DRG by Amount Paid for 
Hospital Inpatient Services

Page 8



Chart 38: Top 10 Diagnosis by Amount Paid 
for Hospital Outpatient Services
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Chart 49: Top 10 Diagnosis by Amount 
Paid for ASC Services
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Source: 2019 NCCI Medical data call
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