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Outline

During this session, I will provide updates on the items below. 

- Montana Utilization and Treatment Guidelines

- Medical Status Form 

- Education and Outreach 

- Petition process



Montana Utilization and Treatment 
Guidelines 



Most recent update – Shoulder 
Injury Guideline published January 
10, 2026

- Notification on 9th Edition 
Utilization & Treatment Guideline 
Updates

- Next full Colorado update is the 
Lower Extremity Injury Guideline

Updated search feature – “Chat” 

Montana Guidelines 

Link: https://montanaguidelines.com/

https://erd.dli.mt.gov/_docs/Notification-on-9th-Edition-Utilization-Treatment-Guideline-Updates.pdf
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/_docs/Notification-on-9th-Edition-Utilization-Treatment-Guideline-Updates.pdf
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/_docs/Notification-on-9th-Edition-Utilization-Treatment-Guideline-Updates.pdf
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/_docs/Notification-on-9th-Edition-Utilization-Treatment-Guideline-Updates.pdf


Capturing content for a letter

Montana Guidelines 

Link: https://montanaguidelines.com/



Medical Status Form Update



Administrative rule updates

- Remove prohibition for reimbursement 

- Align with statutory language 

Policy updates
Statutory updates

- Remove requirement for medical 
information

- Enhance privacy



Three versions of the 
form that meet the 
minimum statutory 
requirements

Instructions and forms 
translated to Spanish 

Form updates

Visit: https://erd.dli.mt.gov/work-comp-claims/medical-regulations/medical-
status-form



Education and Outreach



Jason Parker, Rethinking 
Return-to-Work: Introducing a 
Worker-Centric Framework

- Five sessions in May and 
June 

- Follow up, culminating 
sessions at the Governor’s 
Conference in West 
Yellowstone

Education and Outreach 



If you missed this presentation, please visit 
the DLI Workers' Compensation - YouTube 
channel

Education and Outreach 

Links: Registration link: Governor's Conference on Workers' Compensation
Workers' Compensation - YouTube

For those interested in learning more….

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?event_id=31202
https://www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?event_id=31202
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0


New Workers’ 
Compensation 
Provider website!

Updated DLI Websites 

Visit: https://erd.dli.mt.gov/work-comp-claims/medical-regulations/clinical-care 



Updated Medical 
Status Form website!

Education and Outreach 

Visit: https://erd.dli.mt.gov/work-comp-claims/medical-regulations/medical-status-form



Petition process



Process – typical file contents 

5-year reopening 

• FROI 
• Petition form 
• Medical records 
• Legal documents
• Occasionally, a letter
• +/-Panel reviews

2-year subsequent 

• Medical records
• Legal documents
• Occasionally, a letter



Decision-making  

“§ 39-71-717 MCA requires that medical benefits may be 
reopened only if the worker's medical condition is a direct result of 

the compensable injury or occupational disease and requires 
medical treatment in order to allow the worker to continue to work 

or return to work.”





Available only on the 5-year petition to reopen benefits 



Available only on the 5-year petition to reopen benefits 



Challenges 
and potential 
solutions 



No medical records submitted 
• 5-year – I have the petition form with an explanation from injured worker on how benefits will 

aid return to/stay at work 

• 2-year – becomes more problematic 
• Is it true that there really aren’t medical records (implying benefits haven’t been 

necessary)? OR 
• Has medical care been ongoing, but records just weren’t submitted (and benefits really 

are necessary)? 

• Joint petitions – the most problematic
• There are no records on file for the course of the claim

Potential solution: Ensure timely submission of medical records and include a letter 
to accompany the file 



Work status challenges  
5-year – can become problematic if marked “not working” on petition form. 

2-year – I depend on medical records or letter to see if work status is mentioned.

Potential solution: Include a letter to accompany the file 

Remember the statutory question, per § 39-71-717 MCA 
Are medical benefits may be reopened only if the worker's medical condition is a direct 
result of the compensable injury or occupational disease and requires medical 
treatment in order to allow the worker to continue to work or return to work.”



Prosthesis 

39-71-116 MCA Definitions 

(30) "Prosthetic device" or "prosthesis" means an artificial substitute for a 
missing body part.

Associated medical benefits "for the repair or replacement of a prosthesis 
furnished as a direct result of a compensable injury or occupational disease" 
are exempt from the reopening petition process, as per 39-71-704 MCA.

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0010/section_0160/0390-0710-0010-0160.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0010/section_0160/0390-0710-0010-0160.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0010/section_0160/0390-0710-0010-0160.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0010/section_0160/0390-0710-0010-0160.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0010/section_0160/0390-0710-0010-0160.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0070/section_0040/0390-0710-0070-0040.html#:%7E:text=39%2D71%2D704.,rates%20%2D%2D%20fee%20limitation%2C%20MCA
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0070/section_0040/0390-0710-0070-0040.html#:%7E:text=39%2D71%2D704.,rates%20%2D%2D%20fee%20limitation%2C%20MCA
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0070/section_0040/0390-0710-0070-0040.html#:%7E:text=39%2D71%2D704.,rates%20%2D%2D%20fee%20limitation%2C%20MCA
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0070/section_0040/0390-0710-0070-0040.html#:%7E:text=39%2D71%2D704.,rates%20%2D%2D%20fee%20limitation%2C%20MCA
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0390/chapter_0710/part_0070/section_0040/0390-0710-0070-0040.html#:%7E:text=39%2D71%2D704.,rates%20%2D%2D%20fee%20limitation%2C%20MCA


Benefits clearly necessary 
Proposed surgical plan is clearly described in provider note.

Maintenance medical care that allows the individual to continue to work (e.g., medications, 
periodic injections)

Individual has not reached MMI

Potential solution: Consider a joint petition when appropriate 



Uncertainty on MMI status 

Uncertainty on maximum medical improvement status

Solution: Added this information to the insurer request and/or letter. 



Summary
Submit medical records 

Consider including a letter in the file for additional information 

Mark MMI status on the insurer petition form



Munn vs. Montana State Fund (2026)

Link: https://courts.mt.gov/external/wcc/m/Munn_2026MTWCC3.pdf



Questions?



Links
Guidelines

• Montana Utilization and Treatment Guidelines 
• Notification on 9th Edition Utilization & Treatment Guideline Updates

Independent Medical Review 

Medical Status Form

Rethinking Return-to-Work: Introducing a Worker-Centric Framework YouTube

https://montanaguidelines.com/
https://montanaguidelines.com/
https://montanaguidelines.com/
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/_docs/Notification-on-9th-Edition-Utilization-Treatment-Guideline-Updates.pdf
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/_docs/Notification-on-9th-Edition-Utilization-Treatment-Guideline-Updates.pdf
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/work-comp-claims/medical-regulations/utilization-and-treatment-guidelines/independent-medical-review-process
https://erd.dli.mt.gov/work-comp-claims/medical-regulations/medical-status-form
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkx11XAxr6Mcsur4K41l8KYc_4rNEGfL0
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